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Changes on top

State senate
restores money
to WKU, cuts
renovations
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Cash-strapped state universities
are finally seeing some light at the
end of a tunnel fraught with budgetary woes.
Late Monday, the state Senate
passed a budget proposal that
would eliminate Gov. Steve Beshear’s 2.5 percent budget cut. For
WKU, that cut meant an impending $1.8 million loss if passed by
legislators. The loss would’ve compounded a guaranteed $3.1 million
budget hole the university faces
while balancing next year’s budget.
However, the Senate’s proposal
wasn’t without its drawbacks. Senate leadership removed the funding for capital projects, including
the $48 million needed for WKU to
SEE SENATE PAGE A3

New degrees‚
budget planned
for Board of
Regents meeting
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Several new degrees, including
a Master of Science in Psychology
and a Bachelor of Arts in Diversity &
Community Studies will be seeking
approval from the Board of Regents
committee meetings on Friday.
The committee meetings will be
held at 8:30 a.m. in the Cornelius A.
Martin Regents Room in Mass Media and Technology Hall.
Jane Olmsted, department head
of Diversity & Community Studies,
said this will be the first major within the department, which already
offers minors.
“We think it will appeal to stuSEE BOARD PAGE A3

Senior vice president for
Finance and
Administration

Current director of
Planning, Design
and Construction

Current associate vice
president for Enrollment
Management

To be responsible for all
auxiliary services

To become Chief Facilities
Officer, reporting directly
to President Ransdell

To become Chief Enrollment and Graduation
Officer reporting directly
to President Ransdell

• Health Services

• Facilities Management

• Admissions

• Printing/Postal/Student
Copy Center

• Campus Master Planning

• Academic Advising

• Planning, Design and
Construction

• College Readiness

• Restaurants/Campus
Dining/Vending
• The WKU Store

• Environmental Health
and Safety

• ID Services

• Campus Sustainability

• International Student
Recruitment
• Registrar
• Scholarships and Financial Aid
• The Student Success Center

• Parking and
Transportation

• TRIO Programs
• Navitas

• Will also assume
responsibility for property
and real estate portfolio

• ESLI
• Graduate Admissions
Effective upon John Osborne’s retirement in May

Ransdell shakes up administrator roles
BY JOANNA WILLIAMS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU has begun work on several new initiatives
in order to save money for a budget shortfall that
totals $3.1 million.
Last week it was announced that WKU will
privatize Health Services, an effort that will save

$1 million, President Gary Ransdell said.
The latest move is a change on top of the Hill
where Ransdell announced Tuesday in an email
that he is restructuring his administration. The
news of the restructuring coincides with John
Osborne’s, current vice-president for Campus
Services and Facilities, announcement that he
SEE ADMINISTRATION PAGE A3

Students use art to raise sexual awareness
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Every two and a half minutes someone is
sexually assaulted somewhere in the United
States.
It’s a startling and daunting statistic, and it
affects everyone.
“Issues like sexual assault aren’t just women’s
issues,” Lauren Cunningham, Community
Engagement coordinator for the WKU ALIVE
Center said. “It’s everyone’s issue. Men are less
likely than women to be sexually assaulted
and report it. But they have daughters, wives,
nieces, family members. This issue is everyone’s.”
WKU’s Sexual Assault Awareness Month
committee continued their tradition of offering multiple events throughout the month to
raise awareness.
Nashville, Tenn., senior Carmen Van Leet recites her monologue, "CusTuesday night, SAAM held its second antom Black," during Love the Way You Lie, a program to raise awareness nual Love the Way You Lie. Nearly 50 people
of sexual assault, on Tuesday at the Downing Student Union audito- attended the event, which displayed artistic
rium. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
expression in the form of dance, song, poetry
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and public service announcements. No More,
a national campaign to end sexual assault, was
also incorporated.
Participant Carmen Van Leet, a senior from
Nashville, wrote and performed a poem about
self esteem. Her words — addressing her African American roots, gender and body image
— flowed quickly and perfectly paced, coming
directly from the heart.
“I wrote it three weeks ago,” she said. “Well,
first I wrote a lot of crap. I wrote a lot of crap
poems. But then I was sitting in the lab and it
started with a phrase and I just kept writing it.”
Van Leet believes there’s a connection between sexual assault and self-esteem.
“It was just like, you don’t think about it all
the time,” she said. “Self-esteem issues can be
a result of sexual assault. It’s an important part
of it.”
Mitzi Gray, an employee at Health Services
on campus, attended Love the Way You Lie
with her daughter.
“I’m familiar with a survivor of sexual asSEE LIE PAGE A3
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WKU sees gains in areas of international reach
BY TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU students would be hard
pressed to get through their time
at WKU without hearing about the
school's “international reach.” This
year, WKU has gotten closer to that
statement with an increased number
of international students and students
studying abroad.

Study abroad numbers on the rise

In the 2011-2012 school year, 491
students studied abroad, according to
the Office of International Programs
and Study Abroad and Global Learning’s 2012-2013 annual report. By the
2012-2013 school year, that number
had grown to 616 — an increase of 25
percent.
Craig Cobane, chief international
officer, said a lot of that increase is due
to marketing, which resulted in more
than 1,000 students attending the
Study Abroad Fair last fall, and making
the process of studying abroad easier.
Students can now browse Study
Abroad options online rather than having to go to the office and look through
pamphlets.
“Now what you can do is you can sit
in your room and you can search 4,000
different programs that WKU has partnerships with,” Cobane said.
For this year, Cobane estimates the
number of students abroad will be in
the high 600s.
Study Abroad has also been making
more scholarships available, particularly to students with the most financial need.
Cobane said he wants to “take resources and really try to funnel it to
the students who have the most need
because we want to support all students having a study abroad experience.”
There is also the Diversity Abroad

Grant for minority students, which Cobane said has two parts — one which
could help traditional, ethnic minority
students and two that offers aid to students who are underrepresented, such
as nontraditional students or students
with disabilities.
One Study Abroad program that students can choose is Harlaxton College
in Grantham, England. This semester,
WKU sent its 300th student to Harlaxton — Paducah sophomore Shelby
Schaefer.
Schaefer said her time there has
flown by, and she has been on weekend
trips to London, Ireland, Scotland, Munich and The Lake District.
“I can now argue from a first-person
perspective on the stereotypes I have
heard all my life,” she said. “I have definitely realized the small differences
between Grantham, England, and
the U.S. I miss things like American
mustard, ketchup with preservatives,
sinks with a single faucet and pick-up
trucks.”
However, Schaefer said she likes
that there's a coffee tea shop on every
corner in England, and she likes walking everywhere. As far as her school,
she said her British studies class accounts for half of her workload, but the
class goes on field trips, which she said
makes things more exciting.
“This course in America would be
completely different,” Schaefer said.
“When we have discussions about the
way certain cultures rear or educate
their children, someone in our class
has usually taken a weekend trip to the
place we are discussing and has a firsthand account to share as an example.”

“Bring the world to the students”
Cobane said the Office of International Programs could be even more
important than Study Abroad because
it can benefit everyone at WKU, even
those who never leave the country.
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“If we’re truly going to internationalize the experience here at WKU,
we have to do it on campus,” he said.
“We’ve got to bring the world to the students.”
In the fall of 2011, there were 679 students from foreign countries at WKU,
according to WKU's fact book. In the
fall of 2012, that number rose to 766.
Stephanie Sieggreen, the director of
the International Student Office, attributes this to increased recruitment of
international students.
But despite the growing numbers
of international and Study Abroad
students, the budget hasn’t grown
overall. In the budget for fiscal year
2009-2010, the budgets for these offices were under the category “Chief
International Officer” and the total
budget was $1,331,674. For this fiscal
year, these offices are under a category on the budget labeled “International Programs” and the total allocated is
$1,174, 275.
Cobane said Study Abroad’s budget specifically has gotten a little more
money, but no one’s budgets are increasing by a lot right now.

Attaining more international students
As far as the money international
students bring in, those students have
to pay double the tuition of domestic
students, which Sieggreen said is an investment for them.
Hosannah Evie, an international
student from Nigeria, is spending her
first year at WKU taking courses in the
Navitas program. The Navitas program
is a pathways program that provides international students with the skills they
need to be successful as undergraduates at WKU, according to Sieggreen.
Evie said she is enjoying living in
Bowling Green. “People are really
friendly here.”
Her second semester at WKU has
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been harder, she said, but she has also
made more friends. She said she has
a Korean friend, a friend from Brazil, friends from Africa and even from
her own country. But she’s also made
friends with students from the United
States living in the dorms. WKU is different from what she’s used to.
“It's a different culture; a different
way of thinking,” Evie said.
She’s gotten to experience American
traditions, like celebrating Thanksgiving with a friend. However, Evie said
she misses Nigerian food.
“I’ve been here a long time and I
haven’t gotten used to the food yet,”
she said with a laugh.
As far as her education at WKU, Evie
said she has good teachers in the Navitas program. But Evie is eager to move
out of the program and into regular
WKU classes next year.
Sieggreen said some international
students adjust to the culture shock
of moving to a different country more
than others. When there are larger populations of students from one country,
she said they gravitate toward each
other.
“That’s what they’re used to; it’s
comfortable,” she said.
In fall 2012, Saudi Arabia had the
highest number of international students at WKU, with 240, followed by
China with 147 students and India with
98.
One of the big roles of Sieggreen’s
office is getting students acclimated
to the new culture they’re in, because
they are Hilltoppers too. She also said
domestic students can benefit from
interaction with international students.
“I think it just opens your mind to
getting to know about another culture, getting to talk to somebody from
someplace else — it helps break down
stereotypes; ignorance about a certain
region,” she said.

TOP 3 COUNTRIES REPRESENTED
AT WKU IN FALL 2012
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SGA announces executive officer candidates
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government
Association announced its executive officer candidates for
the upcoming election.
There will be an executive officer debate Wednesday, April
2 at 6 p.m. in the Downing Student Union auditorium. The
debate is a swipeable event.
Students who attend get the
chance to win an iPad.
Current Administrative Vice
President Nicki Seay is the only
candidate running for presi-

dent.
Nolan Miles, Public Relations Committee head, and
Brad Cockrel, chief of staff,
are running for executive vice
president. Liz Koehler is running for administrative vice
president. There are a total of
20 students running for SGA
senate positions.
Students can vote for SGA representatives on April 8 and 9 on
TopNet, and the results will be
released in the SGA senate chambers in Cravens Library Room
111 on April 9 at 11:59 p.m.
Current speaker of the stu-

LIE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
sault,” she said. “And I like that they’re
taking the issue and allowing them to
express it artistically.”

ADMINISTRATION

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

will retire in May.
His $130,536 salary will be dispersed
among various departments in order
to offset the cost of the impending
budget cuts, Ransdell said in the email.
“We're taking that position and using most of that salary to reduce everyone's budget cut,” he said. “By reducing our executive level overhead, we're
reducing the overall budget cut.”
Osborne’s role will not be refilled at
the end his tenure. Instead, Ransdell
has decided to reduce the number of
vice-residents, but give several new duties to others in administration.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance
and Administration, will now assume
leadership of all of auxiliary services
including Health Services, Restaurants

SENATE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
renovate Thompson Complex Central
Wing. Of the $520 million in state capital projects, only two projects survived
with funding in tact.
President Gary Ransdell said the Senate’s decision puts university administrators in a difficult decision.
“How do you choose your right
arm or your left arm?” he said. “We’re
pleased that the senate has found a
way to restore the budget cut, but it
took away the capital projects. We need
Thompson Complex renovation in the
worst way."
The next step for the budget is joint
discussion between the Republicanled Senate and the Democratic-led

BOARD

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
dents who are already taking our minors as well as students who have a
strong commitment to social justice issues,” Olmsted said.
Students pursuing the major will take
15 core hours in addition to 18 hours

dent senate Paige Settles said
the speaker election will be on
Tuesday, April 15.
SGA is also working on some
campus changes.
Director of Parking and
Transportation Services Jennifer Tougas came and spoke in
SGA's meeting about the new
parking and transportation
plan for next year. The goal is
to make it easier for commuter
students to get to and from
classes.
The biggest change will be
the number of commuter
permits sold. There will be a

limit to the number of permits
available, and students who do
not receive a permit will be put
on a waiting list.
"It's all first come, first serve,"
Tougas said.
Commuter permit prices will
also decrease from $200 to $160.
She said there will also be a
transit option for commuters living in off-campus housing areas.
For example, the Red, White and
Green bus lines will either have
changes to their routes or completely different routes.
"I think we have a good
plan," Tougas said.

In terms of legislation, after
its first read on Feb. 4, SGA
passed Resolution 1-14-S
Tuesday night, which adopts
amendments to its Constitution and Bylaws.
SGA passed Bill 5-14-S which
allocates $2,685 to different organizations on campus.
It also discussed and passed
election codes, which allow running candidates to use sidewalk
chalk and yard signs for their
campaigns around campus.
Seay updated the SGA 20132014 fiscal year budget. SGA
budgeted a total of $125,000.

She hopes the series will gain more
attention from students in the future.
“Love the Way You Lie was bigger this
year than it was last year,” Cunningham said. “We’d like to include more
students. And eventually we want to

include local artists to showcase their
work here too.”
The final event in the string of awareness this month is Take Back the Night,
which will be held Thursday night at 6
p.m. at the Bowling Green Justice Center. It will include a candlelight vigil, a

march for awareness, music and special guests.
Cunningham said there will also be a
dine-in fundraiser that night at Buffalo
Wild Wings during which 10 percent
of the night’s profit will be donated to
Hope Harbor.

and Dining, the WKU Store and Parking and Transportation.
Though she has a number of new
responsibilities, Mead said she doesn’t
foresee any transitional problems.
“These areas are being led by competent managers,” Mead said in an email.
“My role is to provide overall leadership, direction and support, not to tell
them how to operate on a day-to-day
basis. I will work with John and these
units heads to ensure a smooth transition.”
Mead won’t have all the added responsibility of auxiliaries as Bryan
Russell, current director of Planning,
Design and Construction will be promoted to Chief Facilities Officer where
he will be responsible for facilities
management, campus planning and
campus sustainability.
Russell said in his current position he
already works with auxiliaries closely

since his department is responsible for
the maintenance for the buildings on
campus.
“…We work hand in hand in hand
with buildings,” he said. “We work very
closely with facilities management
because what we build they have to
maintain for the next, you know, 50, 75
years.”
Russell said his close working relationship with Osborne will make for a
smooth transition.
“We’ve worked very closely together,
we’ve had weekly meetings for the last
six years, these are groups that I work
with daily anyways,” Russell said.
Brian Merideth, current associate
vice-president for Enrollment Management will take on the title of Chief
Enrollment and Graduation officer. His
responsibilities will include academic
advising, college reediness, TRIO programs, Navitas and student retention.

Despite the promotion of his administrators, Ransdell think that cutting
down on the number of vice-presidents will ultimately be best for reducing the budget cut.
“By promoting Brian and adding to
Ann's list of responsibilities, we're able
to take John's salary and do what's necessary with John and Ann, but most of
that salary will go to reducing the budget cut. It hasn't been determined yet,”
Ransdell said.
Ransdell said the Board of Regents
are happy with the proactive moves
WKU has made so far.
“The Board is pleased we're doing
some things to alleviate the budget cut,
between the move we made last week
with Health Services and this decision,
and there will be more that are forthcoming,” he said. “I think the board is
please we’re acting in responsible ways
to minimize everybody's budget cut.”

House that could continue on into late
next week.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public
Affairs, said she’ll be in Frankfort on the
university’s behalf until the session comes
to a close and everything is finalized.
“No rest for the weary quite yet,” she
said. “We are hopeful that in the compromise agreement they will both restore the cut and include the projects.
That's what we'll be advocating.”
Taylor said she was prepared for
significant differences between the
House’s proposal and the Senate’s. The
appointed conference committees
for both Senate and House leadership
will negotiate a final budget, which will
then be presented to the full membership for a vote.
House Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonburg, said there is “wiggle room on

both sides.” Ransdell hopes that wiggle
room will result in acceptable compromises on both the budget cut and capital projects.
“I’m hoping the House and Senate
can come together in some compromise,” he said. “I’d be willing to accept a
reduced budget cut if we can get some
funding for the capital projects even
if we have to split it — the university
cover some and the state cover some.”
Senate leadership had difficulty in
acquiring more debt for capital projects, with the biggest ticket item being a Rupp Arena renovation requiring
$65 million from the state. Debate surrounding the capital projects and other
budgetary matters led to 11 Democrats
abstaining from the vote.
“They hinted they were having a
hard time with taking on more debt for

capital projects and they’d hinted they
were trying to address the budget cut,”
Ransdell said. “I was pleasantly surprised that they found the full two and
a half percent, and not too surprised
with their action on capital projects. I
just hope House leadership can restore
those projects.”
If the final budget alleviated the
budget cut, WKU would be willing
to acquire debt in order to begin the
Thompson Complex renovation, Ransdell said.
“We might be able to take on some
debt in order to complete a project like
that if the state will fund most of it,” he
said. “If we can get some relief on the
budget cut, we’re well-down the road
toward building a balanced budget ...
We’d be willing to entertain those compromises.”

of electives. The courses in the major
come from multiple programs affiliated with the Diversity & Community
Studies department, such as Gender &
Women's Studies and African-American Studies.
“We really wanted to have the major
be something that would draw from all
our programs,” Olmsted said.
Other items that will be voted on in-

clude the acceptance for filing of the
2013-2014 Second Quarter Statement
of Revenues and Expenditures and personnel actions. A budget update will also
be discussed as an information item.
Other information items that will be
discussed include an enrollment report by Brian Meredith, associate vice
president for Enrollment Management.
Meredith will soon assume a new role as

chief enrollment and graduation officer.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public
Affairs, will also give a legislative update.
A closed session regarding a discussion relating to individual/specific personnel matters will be held as well.
If the items up for vote are approved,
they are sent to the main Board of Regents meeting to be voted on for final
approval on April 18.
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A rising voice in the world of gay rappers
BY TANNER COLE
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

In a genre infamous
for its struggles with
homophobia, Le1f is
a breath of fresh air
equipped with an arsenal of filthy beats and
overtly sexual lyrics.
Gay rappers are few
and far between. In
COLE
Columnist 2013, Eminem soared
the charts for his single,
“Rap God,” which featured homophobic slurs throughout. Arguably the biggest voice in hip-hop for LGBT rights is
Macklemore, a straight, white male.
With his latest EP, “Hey,” Le1f is launching a career that could truly champion
gay voices in the rap game. Luckily,
Le1f's tracks do the pursuit justice.
“Ukrainian cutie – he really want
to cuddle,” Le1f raps in his hit single
“Wut.” “The fever in his eyes – he want
to suckle on my muscle.”
Although “Wut” was released nearly
two years ago now, the track serves as
a centerpiece here. Its horns, coupled
with one of Le1f's blistering flows, has

created what might be his most accessible song to date. If you have only
heard one track by Le1f, it's this one,
and odds are you happily bounced
along with it.
Not to be defined by the past, Le1f
also offers the catchy new single
“Boom." Complete with a provocative
music video, this track demonstrates
that Le1f is still producing easily consumed music today. Given the attention he has been receiving recently,
this is a very good thing.
“Hey” combats hip-hop's awkwardly
archaic stereotype with bouncing bass
and unending sass. Le1f has fine-tuned
his pop sensibilities for this release and is
clearly targeting a more mainstream audience than his previous art-rap mixtapes.
Together, these songs sound like 15
minutes of a confident man flaunting.
One-word song titles and short track
lengths make this EP feel like a teaser
of things to come. The new songs are
delivered with a sense of self-assurance, and “Wut” has been cleaned up
by Daniel Lynas to match the production quality throughout the record.
These tracks sound like rap from
the near future. Le1f's delivery is low-

pitched and extremely quick. New
listeners may have some difficulty understanding his lines at first, but his
unashamed message shines through
regardless.
A contributing factor to any difficulty
one may have discerning Le1f's lyrics
is his lack of a comparable style. He is
not exceptionally East-coast, nor is his
flow similar to any big-name contemporaries. “Hey” doesn't revolutionize
anything, and yet Le1f's voice on it is
fresh and representative of a new age
for hip hop.
Rappers like Cakes da Killa have been
pushing sexual orientation boundaries
in hip-hop without much commercial
success. Fortunately, Le1f is showing
all the signs of blowing up. This EP is
receiving good reviews from critics and
widespread attention.
A hit full-length followup could make
Le1f an icon for the gay community
within the rap world.
No matter how successful the followup, there is more to hear from Le1f.
Start listening today and his voice may
have more of an impact tomorrow.
You can purchase Le1f's EP on
iTunes.

THE REMOTE

A few reasons to watch ‘Game of Thrones’
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
HBO’s
smashing
fantasy epic “Game of
Thrones” returns to TV
in just under two weeks.
That’s
a
perfect
amount of time to catch
up before the April 6 premiere. Here are 10 reaPAIT
sons why you should be
Columnist watching.
1. Dragons!
Even those who don’t watch “Game
of Thrones” probably know that it features dragons.
They start out small and adorable
— they cook their own food with their
fiery breath! — And later become the
terrifying instruments of Dany’s (Emilia Clarke) liberation force.
Either way, they’re amazing. And
you’ll probably find yourself wishing that
they were real and that you owned one.
2. Stellar performances.
It’d be easy for “Game of Thrones”
to become high camp. The show is
set in a fictional world populated with
dragons and witches and littered with
made-up languages.
But nearly every performance on

the show is pitch perfect and filled
with true emotion. Despite the potentially silly fantasy trappings, “Game of
Thrones” is always seriously great.
Case in point: star Emilia Clarke received an Emmy nomination in 2013
for an episode where most of her lines
were in a made-up language.
Acting!
3. A fully realized world.
“Game of Thrones” features a massive
world, not unlike Tolkien’s Middle Earth.
The show has only explored two of
its four continents — Westeros and Essos — but both are realized in breathtaking detail by the show’s masterful
production design team.
4. Magic.
Besides the aforementioned dragons,
“Game of Thrones” also features priestesses, giant wolves, “Walking Dead”-like
zombies, and magical green fire.
The show overfloweth with enchantment.
5. Weddings!
So many weddings! Marriage is basically the currency of the realm on
“Game of Thrones,” and that means
lots of weddings.
So far there’s been one horrifyingly
awkward one and one absolutely horrifying one. And season four promises

a blowout for King Joffrey (Jack Gleeson) and Margaery Tyrell’s (Natalie
Dormer) big day.
6. Surprisingly good child actors.
I have a theory that 90 percent of all
child actors are terrible.
The child talent pool on “Game of
Thrones” seems to be plucked from
the other 10 percent.
The cast features numerous young
characters, but performers Maisie
Williams, Sophie Turner, Isaac Hempstead-Wright and Jack Gleeson are riveting in their roles.
They’re often as fascinating as the
adults.
7. It’s based on a book series.
So if the show isn’t enough, you
can always become obsessed with the
books too.
8. The theme song.
Go look up “Game of Thrones
theme song” on YouTube.
Listen to it.
Become inspired to trek over land
and sea to bring honor to your family
or whatever.
It’s great, isn’t it?
The best part is that it opens every
episode.
Read the rest of my reasons at
http://www.wkuherald.com

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@Retro_Gamer_N64: Where
them #WKU #StudyGroups
at, some help with this math
would be clutch
— Sent 3/27

@BALRED: Find this whole
USF coach thing funny... Did u
really want a graduate of UK
to coach for u?! Ha #wku #gotops.
— Sent 3/27

@ruthyanney: Sir, has anyone
ever told you that you smell
like cheese? Cause in all seriousness, you do. #WKU
— Sent 3/27

@no_miles: If Einsteins would
stop playing food music
maybe I would stop dancing
in public and making a fool of
myself. #einsteins #tunesfordays #WKU
— Sent 3/27

@Amanda_Nivens: I wonder
what will be more of a cluster... The construction of the
roundabout or the use of the
roundabout? #WKU
— Sent 3/27

@savannah_burke: shout out
to the kind lady buting everyone's coffee at the #WKU
@Starbucks this morning! a
big thanks to you for your
thoughtfulness.
— Sent 3/27
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THE FUN PAGE

ACROSS
1 Uncertainty
6 Bit of gel
9 Classroom supply
14 Media mogul Winfrey
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
15 Old studio letters
advertising@wkuherald.com
16 Google rival
17 “The Cloister and the
Hearth” author Charles
ELP
ANTED
18 Smart remark
20 Bowling building
Aqualand Pools
21 Year’s record
is seeking full-time and part-time retail clerk and outside
service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience helpful but 22 Word from a heckler
23 Firmness of spirit
not required. Fun atmosphere. Great summer job. Apply in
25 Makes furious
person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY.
27 Crisp cookie
31 Ditty
35 Old vitamin bottle no.
36 Melville novel that
continued the story from
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
“Typee”
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money 37 Betray like a stoolie
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
38 Country music’s __ Ridge
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
Boys
39 Team supporters,
collectively
42 “As I see it,” in texts
43 Reaper’s bundle
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
45 LAX predictions
46 Windy City hrs.
47 Can in a cooler
48 Super-popular
51 Jessica of “Sin City”
53 Voice below soprano
54 Unit of resistance
57 Desktop computer that
inspired clones
59 Rainy-day covers
63 Compulsive cleaner
65 “__ you to try it!”
66 Fad
67 Place for pampering
68 Israeli desert
69 Voice an objection
70 Skosh
71 Lose it, and a hint to the
last words of 18-, 27-, 48-

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

and 63-Across
DOWN
1 Cartoon explorer with a
cousin named Diego
2 German automaker
3 Eurasian border river
4 Rotten apple
5 Race track cry after “And”
6 Holmes’ confidant
7 Similar
8 Region bordering Croatia
9 Rinse or spin, e.g.
10 Guffaw syllable
11 Obsessed fictional captain
12 Bonkers

13 Early cartoon clown
19 Lawman Wyatt
24 Culinary author Rombauer
26 RR stop
27 “That’s disgusting!”
28 Montana neighbor
29 Ready to skinny-dip
30 Prestigious prize
32 City in upstate New York
33 Asian menu assurance
34 Cyberjotting
37 Turning back to zero, as an
odometer
40 Smear campaign
commercial

41 Satirist Mort
44 Duracell size
48 Shortened wd.
49 Least plausible
50 Truckers’ competition
52 Career soldier
54 One way to store pics
55 “Grab this”
56 Title of respect
58 Mama’s mate
60 Sitar music
61 Get ready for the OR
62 Golfer Ballesteros
64 Shih __: Tibetan dog
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WHEN BOA

B

MEETS GIRL

owling Green senior Tiffany Quiles has

Her menagerie is currently confined to her bed-

and domestic animals after graduating college.

always been in love with animals. She

room, but Quiles plans to open a reptile learning

“Reptiles are so misunderstood,” she said.

currently owns 12 pets, most of which are reptiles.

center and animal rescue center for both exotic

“They're just different, you know?”

PHOTOS BY

KREABLE YOUNG
For Video of Tiffany Quiles
Visit wkuherald.com
TOP: Tiffany Quiles poses for a

portrait with her snake, King Bubba
Camou. Quiles received the snake
on her 16th birthday. Since then,
she has acquired multiple reptiles.
MIDDLE LEFT: James Berry, Quiles'
boyfriend, holds the newest
addition to their collection, Dante.
The red tail boa was given to Quiles
by her mother nearly two weeks
ago.
BOTTOM LEFT: Quiles feeds her

candy corn snake, Apophis, who
was named after a Greek god. The
snake is a year old and could grow
to be up to 6 feet in length.
LEFT: Camou, a Ball Python, moves

around in his cage during feeding
time on Tuesday. Quiles received
Camou as a birthday gift eight years
ago.
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WKU
remembers
encouraging
professor
BY CASEY DOWNEY
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Senior Carolina Barboza is a student from Uruguay at WKU. She is finishing her last semester in the School of Journalism &
Broadcasting's advertising major. "I'm excited for my future," Barboza said. "At this point, it looks like I may be headed back
home — which isn't a bad thing — but it would be nice to be able to stay and work here." DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

TRANSCONTINENTAL

TRANSITIONS
STORY BY ANNA ROEDERER

Students across the world assimilate to life away from home

J

unior Llewellyn Little lives by the saying, “Do of churches here and he also had to get used to
not confine yourself to a corner of a map. The American slang and driving on the right side of the
whole world is your native land.”
road.
While Americans and Australians speak the
Little practiced what he preached, traveling
hundreds of miles from his home in Melbourne, same language, colloquial differences did lead Little to a few memorable misunderstandings.
Australia in order to swim and study on the Hill.
Little told a story of how his friend was talking
Coming to WKU for college was not that diffiabout “spitting game” with a girl he
cult of a transition for Little because he
had met.
was used to moving around to different
“I’m like I’m not spitting on anyplaces. He lived in Hong Kong for three
body. I don’t want to do that,” he said.
years while it was still a British colony
Little also had to learn the differand also traveled to many places for
ence between American’s and Austraswimming.
“I’ve had that experience before of In My Skin is a weekly fea- lian’s definitions of the words “thong”
being the only one,” Little said. “Here, ture series that looks to tell and “rubber.”
Little has been able to laugh at
it was a lot easier. Surprising as it may the stories of diverse student populations at WKU. communication mishaps and has
sound to some people, we do speak the
made American friends. Within a week
same language, Australians and Ameriof beginning classes at WKU, he said that he had
cans.”
Like Little, senior Carolina Barboza from Uru- three places to go for Thanksgiving.
“I’ve made some great friends here,” he said.
guay and sophomore Aliaksei Taranda from Belarus said they were used to being out of their native “I’m fortunate from being a country that everycountries before coming to study at WKU, which body around here likes.”
While Americans were very helpful in his transihelped to make the transition easier.
tion
here, Little said that he does sometimes miss
“I’m used to adapting,” Barboza said.
Little said that he was surprised at the number
SEE TRANSITIONS PAGE B2

IN MY

SKIN

On Thursday, March 20, David
Coffey passed away. Coffey was in
his last semester at WKU as a transitional retiree of the agriculture department.
Coffey worked with several generations of students, encouraging
them to travel the world and experience different cultures. Since
1992, WKU has sponsored Coffey's
group trips to places like Ecuador
and Galapagos Islands.
The Hill has always been home
to Coffey. After receiving his master's degree at WKU, he earned his
doctorate at Virginia Tech, then
returned to WKU as a professor.
He moved to a house on Chestnut
Street from where he walked to
work each day.
Jack Rudolph, Department Head
of Agriculture, originally met Coffey
while enrolled at Virginia Tech.
“He worked with multiple generations of students and faculty,”
Rudolph said.
“(He has taken) so many trips
with students. It was a big deal. He
probably taught more non-agriculture students than any other professors in this department.”
“We knew when he retired (rural
sociology) wouldn't have quite the
zip as it did with him, just because
of his approach,” Rudolph said.
“People can do a fine job in the
classroom and not have that something extra, which he had. He had
great rapport with the students.”
Smithland native Cory Dodds,
a political science graduate, took
rural sociology with Coffey in 2009,
then later accompanied him on two
trips abroad.
“The class was more or less infamous for the way that he taught it,”
said Dodds.
“And I knew I wanted to have
that experience and get to know
him better. So that's why I initially
wanted to take that class. I enjoyed
being around him so much that I
wanted to go to Ecuador with him.”
Dodds said he owes some of his
success in life to the guidance he
received from Coffey–including his
current enrollment at Georgetown
University.
“I was just a poor kid from rural
Kentucky,” Dodds said. “And whenever I started Western, I didn't know
what I wanted to do with my life. I
didn't particularly have any dreams
that I wanted to fulfill.”
Dodds added that without Dr.
Coffey, among other mentors, he
wouldn't be where he is today.
“Whenever I met with Dr. Coffey,
he definitely instilled in me a desire
to do and be more, and to pursue a
life of service to others. And thanks
to his guidance and his advice, and
everything that he's been for me,
I went from being a poor kid from
SEE COFFEY PAGE B2

Studio Series presents ‘Elephant’s Graveyard’ and ‘God’
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
In the WKU Department
of Theatre and Dance’s Studio Series, directing students
are encouraged to try new
approaches to theatre. This
year’s series presents “God” by
Woody Allen and “Elephant’s
Graveyard” by George Brant
on March 31 and April 1.
“God” presents a unique
experience to the audience as
they become part of the story.
Subtitled “A Comedy in One
Act,” it was first published in
1975, along with “Death”, and
other short stories in Woody
Allen's book “Without Feathers”.
Jillian Weinzapfel, a senior
from Evansville, In., plays the
role of chorus member in
“God”.
“Our chorus serves as comic relief on top of an already
comedic show,” Weinzapfel

said. “It just adds an extra layer
of comedy.”
Andrew Mertz, a secondyear Louisville senior, is the
director of “God”.
“What drew me to direct
this play is its use of audience
interaction and participation,”
Mertz said. “It makes the concept of a ‘fourth wall’ disappear. It’s structured as a look at
reality.”
Mertz said he enjoys being
able to see his ideas come to
life.
“When I’m reading a play, I
see a movie played out in my
head,” Mertz said. “Through
rehearsal, casting, etc. I’m seeing that movie come to life. It’s
real people out there.”
Weinzapfel said she has enjoyed seeing how the cast has
come together.
“It started out as a conglomeration of random people,”
Weinzapfel said. “Seeing the
SEE STUDIO PAGE B2

Jasper, Ind., freshman Shalyn Grow and New Albany, Ind., freshman Ethan Corder rehearse on Monday for the play, "God," written by Woody Allen. The play, which is directed by Andrew Mertz, will
premiere on Monday, March 31. JOSH NEWELL/HERALD
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CONTINUED FROM LIFE

cast come together through this process has been really fun to watch and
be a part of.”
Mertz said he hopes everybody over
the age of 18 will come out and see
“God”.
“It delivers a hard subject through
laughter,” Mertz said. “It gives that
power and realization that you can
do what you want to do. Just because
you’ve been told something your whole
life, you can feel that you need to do
something else.”
Weinzapfel said she wants audiences to have a good time.
“Being able to go to the theatre and
laugh is cathartic,” Weinzapfel said.
“You might not see all of the issues
within the show because they’re pretty
far out, but you can at least laugh and
have a good time watching us make
fools of ourselves.”
Mertz said “God” is a show that people should see if they want to laugh and
enjoy live theatre at the same time.
“It’s non-stop joke after joke,” Mertz

TRANSITION

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

his friends and family back home.
“I miss a lot of my good mates there,”
he said. “I know this is going to sound
really hippy, but I miss the atmosphere
there.”
As with many American college students, Little said that he also misses his
mom's cooking.
“Lamb, lamb, lamb. You guys don’t
know how to do lamb here,” he said.
“Everything’s more chicken.”
Barboza, Little, and Taranda are all
close with the other international students at WKU. Like them, many of the
international students are members of
an athletic team and understand the
challenges of living outside of their native country.
“The foreigners, I won’t lie, are probably my closest friends here because
you have that similar bond of being the
only ones and sticking together,” Little
said.
Barboza also said that she experienced the same feelings of closeness
with the other international students.
“It’s like we are all on the same page,”
Barboza said. “We understand what we
feel being so far from home.”
These students face the typically ups
and downs of most college students,
yet they do so thousands of miles away

COFFEY

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
western Kentucky to a student at one of
our nation's top law schools.”
Students and faculty will also miss
the annual “Christmas soirees,” a tradition that began more than 20 years ago
with students of Instructor Roger Dennis' Floral Design Workshop.
“When Dennis started teaching,
they began a tradition of going to Dr.
Coffey's and decorating. Shortly after,
Dr. Coffey would have a Christmas Soiree, as he like to put it,” Rudolph said.
“There would be folks coming and
going for hours. So it was kind of a tradition as far as the Agriculture department went.”
Rudolph mentioned that guests this

said. “And there’s something about live
theatre that you can’t ever duplicate.
It’s a totally new environment that can
affect people more than TV or a movie.”
Kirsten Kellersberger, a Salvisa sophomore, plays a young townsperson in
“Elephant’s Graveyard”.
“I fell in love with the script,” Kellersberger said. “It’s moving, powerful, and
such an ensemble piece. We forget
we’re individual people because there’s
such a group mindset about it.”
“Elephant’s Graveyard” takes the audience back to 1916 and tells the true
story of a circus tragedy. The play combines historical fact and legend, exploring the deep-seated American craving
for spectacle, violence and revenge.
Lena Buechler, a senior from Priceville, Ala., is the director of “Elephant’s
Graveyard”.
“I chose ‘Elephant’s Graveyard because of its emotional complexity,”
Buechler said. “It’s wonderfully written
with its use of asides to the audience to
draw them in.”
From very early on, the put their
scripts aside, Kellersberger said, and
worked on their characters and con-

from their friends and family.
Taranda said the separation from
his family in Belarus has been more
difficult the second year because everything is not as new and exciting as it
was the first year.
“If I had a ticket, I would probably fly
back home right now,” Taranda said.
Despite a nine-hour time difference,
Taranda said he talks to his family every day before his classes thanks to the
technology of Skype.
Unlike Taranda, Barboza said the
transition of coming to the United
States was harder at the beginning because she was not very fluent in English.
Along with speaking English, Barboza, who is an only child, said that
one of the greatest challenges of coming to college was learning to live on
her own.
“I had to grow up really fast” she said.
“I have had to be very independent.”
Little said he does not know what
he would have done if he was not on
an athletic team at WKU. Barboza and
Taranda said they have experienced a
strong bond due to being on the tennis
team.
“Basically my team is everything (to)
me here. They are like my family,” she
said.
Thousands of miles away from their
countries, Little, Barboza, and Taranda
have made a home at WKU with their

past year noted Coffey was not his usual, active self.
“But even right up to the end, he was
always the gracious host and welcoming individual,” said Rudolph.
“And I think that's how you would
think of him as a teacher. He was always kind and gracious and welcoming
to all groups of students.”
Coffey was a leader in the ‘People
Learning Other Ways’ project, a collaboration between WKU and UK
which helps bridge the gap between
farmers and migrant workers. He received a WKU President's Award for
Diversity in 2010 for PLOW, as well
as his work abroad with Partners for
Americas.
Funeral arrangements will take
place at J.C. Kirby Funeral Home in
Bowling Green and will be released in
the near future.
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Kirsten Kellersberger, sophomore

I fell in love with the
script. It's moving,
powerful and such
an ensemble piece.”
nections.
“To have a big cast in which every
single person is equally devoted and
excited about the process and the
play—that enthusiasm just catches like
a wildfire,” Kellersberger said.
Buechler said she’s enjoyed seeing
the relationships the cast has formed.
“They have such a passion for the
play,” Buechler said.
“All of them love it so much and
they’re giving their all. It’s a wonderful
creative environment with everyone
collaborating and working together.”
“Elephant’s Graveyard” can have
lots of different meanings, Kellersberger said.

“I hope people look past the façade
of specific place and look past meanings and metaphors it has to areas
outside of that. I hope they let the messages sink in.”
Buechler said she hopes people
from all walks of life come to see “Elephant’s Graveyard”.
“Anyone inquisitive and interested
in who we are as a society would love
this play,” Buechler said.
Kellersberger thinks people will
change after seeing this play.
“Something about this play will
make you look at something differently,” Kellersberger said.
“It’s a good change and experience,
though. We’re all there together to experience it, and there’s something special about that.”
Beyond everything the play is about,
Buechler said it’s also just a really good
show.
“It’s captivating, musical, and enjoyable,” Buechler said. “If people want
to see a show that will really grip them
until the end and provide them with
an experience they won’t forget on an
emotional level, they should absolutely
come see this play.”
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Speaker shares travel experiences in upcoming lecture
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
For Loup Langton, travel is
about being open to possibilities.
Langton, the director of
WKU’s School of Journalism &
Broadcasting, plans to give a
presentation about those possibilities tonight as a continuation of the WKU Libraries’ Far
Away Places series.
“The theme is to have an
open mind and an adventurous spirit about life in general, and particularly when
traveling and going to other
cultures,” Langton said. “By
having an open mind and adventurous spirit, it really does
open some doors.”
Langton plans to give his
talk at 7:00 p.m. at Barnes and

Noble. His talk about what he in fall 2014. For that, Coutts
has learned from his travels is said WKU plans to showcase
free and open to both students a country each year by featurand members of the
ing speakers and other
community.
events related to the
Brian Coutts, head
culture and history of
of the WKU Librarthat country.
ies, said that LangThe Far Away Places series has featured
ton brings something
unique to the series.
more than 80 talks on
“He’s a rare coma wide range of topics
bination of a person
from melting glaciers in
LANGTON
who is not only an
Chile to boy Buddhist
academic, but a SJ&B Director monks in Sri Lanka.
person who has all
Coutts said the WKU Lithis great life experience as braries’ decisions about the sea professional photographer ries are influenced by their auabroad,” Coutts said.
dience: students, faculty and
Some of the locations Lang- members of the community.
“We try to put on programs
ton has visited include Egypt,
Haiti and Ecuador. His experi- that have broad appeal, that
ences in Ecuador are particu- people might not hear,” Coutts
larly timely as WKU prepares said. “We go into a little more
to launch its year of Ecuador depth than you might hear on

a travel show on the television.”
In
Ecuador,
Langton
worked with his friend Pablo
to put together a book featuring photographs of life in the
South American country. The
project was an international
effort and required Langton
and his colleagues to sort
through around 70,000 photo submissions in a week.
Langton said the experience
goes back to keeping an open
mind and sense of adventure.
“We had no experience in
putting a project like that together,” Langton said. “The
book was really well received.
As we thought back on it, it
was really kind of funny because we were naïve and a
little bit stupid but it worked.”
At the time Photoshop didn’t
exist, so photos with technical

problems like over-exposure
were automatically eliminated.
After eliminating those submissions, Langton and the other
editors looked at how well photos were composed, interesting
moments captured and the use
of light. Langton estimates that
only 180 submissions made the
final cut.
Langton recognizes that
there are many ways to appreciate travel and connect
with other cultures, especially through the internet.
He enjoys using Skype to
keep up with his friends
overseas.
“I don’t think many people
live in isolation anymore,” he
said. “I see on this campus,
actually, a lot of initiative and
excitement for international
travel.”
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TRACK AND FIELD

Track moves to outdoor competition
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU Track and Field teams
burst into their 2014 outdoor campaigns with nine individual wins at the
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville’s Cougar Classic.
Head coach Erik Jenkins enters his
seventh outdoor campaign coming
off being named 2014 Women’s Indoor
Track and Field Coach of the year. This
is Jenkins 15th Coach of the year honor
since taking the reins in 2008.
“At the end of the day‚ I believe in
what I do and I believe in this university,” Jenkins said in response to the
honors. “The formula is very simple.
We have to find kids that can compete
and develop into top end conference or
national athletes. I’m still working hard
to perfect it and innovate it.”
Senior David Mokone highlighted
WKU’s efforts in Edwardsville. The two
time All-American captured gold in both
the 1,500 and 3,000-meter runs with
times of 3:58.84 and 8:45.85 respectively.
Senior Chris Chamness nabbed his
first-career 800-meter run victory with
a time of 1:56.56.
Chamness, Elvyonn Bailey, Karlis Daube and DeAngelo Strickling
grabbed top honors at the meet.
The women’s 4x100-meter relay
found similar success.
The team of Sandra Akachukwu,
Gelela Cooley, Carrol Hardy and Chioma Agwunobi took home top honors
with a time of 47.83 seconds.
Junior throws athlete Travis Gerding
also reigned supreme with a 52-feet-10
½ inch heave in the shot put good for
first place. The 2013 Outdoor All-Sun
Belt Conference honoree also notched
third-place showings in the hammer
and discus throws.
“Travis had a really successful sophomore season and has been improving
almost on a weekly basis since,” throws
coach Ashley Muffet-Duncan said. “He
knows how big of a season this will be

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM B6
the Year Xavius Boyd and first-teamers
linebacker Bar’ee Boyd and guard Luis
Polanco are out as well.
Those are big names missing from
a team looking to make a successful
jump to Conference USA this summer.
Luckily, some other key pieces will be
back next year, the first season of the
Brohm era.
Senior quarterback Brandon Doughty caught flack for turning the ball over
last season, but he set season records in
passing yards and completion percentage. There’s no reason to think he won’t

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM B6

The Davie, Fla.‚ native set program
records for passing yards (2,857), completion percentage (65.8), single-game
completions (29) and single-game
passing yards (387) in his first full season as a starter.
The offense set program records in
total yards (5,502), yards per play (6.3)
and yards per game (458.5) last season,
but according to Brohm, the Toppers
need to continue to develop on offense.
“Offensively, we have to keep developing the quarterback position,”
Brohm said. “I think we have to find
playmakers on offense at the receiver
position and get better at that position,
so we can throw the ball up the field a
little bit. Running back, we’re going to
lose a great one, so we have to keep improving Leon (Allen) and get backups
ready for him.”
The defensive side of the ball has
more holes to fill. The linebacker core
will have a new look after losing Sun
Belt Defensive Player of the Year Xavius
Boyd and Andrew Jackson, who is projected to be a late round NFL Draft pick.
Junior safety Jonathan Dowling left the
team early to declare for the draft.
This year’s defense will be led by

BASKETBALL
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freshman Ben Lawson. Harper said
Lawson has grown an inch up to 7-foot1 and looks to add some weight to the
center from England.
“The guy we hope will turn the corner is Ben Lawson,” Harper said. “If you
look around he’s grown, he’s now 7’ 1”. I
think he has a chance to be a very good
player before he leaves this program.
There’s not a lot of 7’ 1” guys that can
run and jump like he does. He’s skilled
so I think this was a great learning year
for him.”
The Toppers are facing new changes next year heading into Conference
USA, looking to renew old rivalries with

Erik Jenkins, track and field coach

At the end of the day‚ I
believe in what I do and I
believe in this university....
We have to find kids that
can compete and develop
into top end conference or
national athletes.”

for him, setting up his senior season.”
Senior Satrina Oliveira secured her
second-career win in the discus throw
with a toss of 150-feet-6 inches.
Maryland–Eastern Shore senior
transfer Lexia Robinson continued the
success with a win in the shot put, recording a mark of 46-feet-9 1/2 inches.
“We have five girls, and they are all
stand outs,” Duncan said of the women
throw athletes. “Lexia is right behind
Ramsey in the shot put, and she is
someone I really wish I had more time
with to develop.”
All-Sun Belt Conference field athlete Karleigh Parker cleared 12-feet-1 ½
inches to win the pole vault.
Freshman Antonia Susnjar finished
runner-up in the javelin throw, tossing
132-feet-4 inches in her first meet in a
Topper uniform.
WKU still finished third out of the
seven teams in attendance with 105
points while the Lady Toppers finished
fourth out of eight with 74 points.
“We are back into the sprints and
conditioning phases of our training, high
volume and reps,” Jenkins said, “We are
trying to secure our markers as early as
possible in the season to qualify for conference championships down the road.”
Both teams are back in action next
weekend in Nashville as they participate in the Vanderbilt Black and Gold
Invitational at the Vanderbilt Track and
field Complex.

be an important part of WKU’s success
next season.
Leon Allen has big shoes to fill at running back, but he’s shown a lot of talent
over the past two seasons. I’m excited
to see what he’ll bring as the starter.
Cornerback Cam Thomas, a Sun
Belt first-teamer in 2013, will be back
to anchor the secondary, and last year’s
defensive line — composed of four new
starters — should be a better unit a year
later.
In the end, though, much of WKU’s
success next year will rest on the shoulders of its new coach. On Tuesday,
Brohm looked and sounded like he’s
ready for the challenge.

redshirt senior defensive back Cam
Thomas, who recorded a league-high
five interceptions last season and was a
team captain in 11 of the 12 games —
however, Brohm said the Toppers need
to find players to fill the void left by the
departure of key players.
“Defensively, we’re going to miss
some key guys as well,” Brohm said.
“Some big-name guys. We have to find
guys that are willing and eager learners
that can play fast and learn fast.”
In addition to 15 high school signees,
WKU added nine junior college transfers as mid-year pickups last season.
According to Brohm, junior receivers
Jared Dangerfield and Antwane Grant,
both junior college transfers, were impressive in the first practice and will get
the chance to strut their stuff on offense.
“We had a couple receivers that
came in from junior college that made
some plays for us today,” Brohm said.
“We’re going to have to have that. Our
receivers from last year that needed to
develop have shown that they’ve improved up to this point, so we have to
continue to push those guys to be playmakers for us on offense.”
The Toppers will hold 13 more
spring practices – all open to the public
- before its scheduled Spring Game on
April 19 at 1:00 p.m.

the likes of Middle Tennessee, Old Dominion, UAB and Charlotte, as Harper
mentioned.
The coach believes this season was a
wake-up call for his team realizing how
close they were to making a three-peat
as conference champions.
“We won 20 games, we finished second in the league and you lose your
starting center (Aleksejs Rostov) and
your backup point guard (Keven Kaspar) with eight or 10 games to go in
the season and kids continue to battle.
(Louisiana) Lafayette was playing terrific at the end of the year. We were right
there and had a shot to win the game.
All you want is an opportunity to give
yourself a chance and I thought we did
that.”
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GOING FOR TWO

Spring practice
offers glimpse
of new team
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

It might not feel
like spring out there
quite yet, but that
didn’t stop the Topper football team
from hitting the field
at Smith Stadium
Tuesday for the first
spring practice of
AULBACH
the season.
Columnist
The Toppers will
host 13 more practices, all of which will be open to
the public, before the annual Spring
Game on April 19.
A lot has changed since WKU
closed out the 2013 season with a
home win over Arkansas State. The
Toppers were shut out of a bowl bid,
lost coach Bobby Petrino to Louisville, and gave the reins to WKU offensive coordinator Jeff Brohm.
Brohm was the guy most people
had pegged as the next coach from
the first days of the short Petrino
era. On Tuesday, there was no doubt
on the field as to who is running this
team now — Brohm was front and
center in most of WKU’s offensive
drills.
He was all business after the
practice as well, pointing out where
he needs his team to improve over
the course of the next several weeks.
“I think offensively we’ve got to
continue to develop the quarterback position,” he said. "I think
we’ve got to find playmakers on offense, at the receiver position, and
get better at that position so we can
throw the ball up the field a little bit.
“Defensively we’re going to miss
some key guys as well — some bigname guys,” Brohm said. “We’ve got
to find guys that are willing and eager learners, that can play fast, that
can learn fast, and find some playmakers on that side of the ball.”
It doesn’t take an expert to tell
you Brohm is right — the Toppers
have some serious holes to fill from
last season.
Record-setting running back Antonio Andrews, the best all-purpose
weapon in the NCAA the past two
seasons, is preparing for the upcoming NFL Draft.
So is big-talking, big-hitting linebacker Andrew Jackson and safety
Jonathan Dowling, the captain of
WKU’s “Air Force” secondary. Sun
Belt Conference Defensive Player of
SEE COLUMN PAGE B4

SPRING
CLEANING

FOOTBALL

WKU's redshirt senior quarterback, Brandon Doughty, runs drills as backup quarterbacks watch during practice on
Tuesday at Smith Stadium. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

New Toppers put first spring practice in the books
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Finishing the regular season 8-4
without a bowl bid has left the WKU
football team hungry to prove its
worth. A fresh start in a new conference and a new coach may be just
what the doctor ordered.
With its inaugural season in the
Conference USA looming, the Toppers began preparations for the
2014-15 season in its first spring
practice on Tuesday at Smith Stadium.
The Toppers are coming off a
third place finish in their final year
in the Sun Belt Conference at 5-3.
WKU was snubbed from a bowl bid
despite closing the season on a fourgame win streak and beating Arkansas State 34-31 in the final game of
the year. Despite losing to WKU, it

Jeff Brohm, football coach

Our guys had energy
and they were eager
to be there. I think
it's important to be a
hungry football team.”
was the Red Wolves who earned the
conference’s second bowl bid into
the GoDaddy.com Bowl.
Coach Jeff Brohm, who was promoted to head coach on Jan. 10
following the departure of Bobby
Petrino to Louisville, said the Toppers were craving a chance to get
back on the field.
“I thought the first day went
well,” Brohm said. “I thought our
guys had energy and they were eager to be out there. I think it’s impor-

tant to be a hungry football team. I
think our guys worked hard and put
in a long day of work. There’s a lot of
things to teach from, but I liked the
first day.”
WKU’s biggest question heading
into spring practice is who will fill
the shoes of former All-American
running back Antonio Andrews.
The defending Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Year led the nation in
all-purpose yards for back-to-back
seasons and broke his own WKU
single-season rushing record with
1,730 his senior year, good for No. 4
in the NCAA, and scored a Sun Belt
best 16 touchdowns.
The offensive line will be without
veterans Ed Hazelett, Sean Conway
and Luis Polanco, but will return the
signal caller from last season, redshirt senior quarterback Brandon
Doughty.

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B4

BASKETBALL

Harper takes veterans into new conference
Ray Harper, basketball coach

This season was
probably a real wakeup call for them the
way it ended. I really
feel like they felt we
were going to win
another conference
tournament
championship, and
that's great–that’s
how you should feel.”

WKU's Head Coach Ray Harper (center) leads the Toppers in a cheer during a timeout in the second
half of WKU’s 68-64 victory over Texas State on Feb. 1, at Diddle Arena. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU basketball coach Ray
Harper will be in a unique situation next season, one that
could be considered a blessing.
Harper, who will enter his
third full season as coach of
the Toppers, will have five seniors: guard T.J. Price, guard

Kevin Kaspar, guard Trency
Jackson, forward Aaron Adeoye and forward George Fant.
It’s a class that’s not used
to watching the NCAA Tournament from home. In the
previous two seasons, WKU
won the Sun Belt Conference
tournament
championship
by winning four games in four
days, resulting in back-to-back
NCAA Tournament berths.

But that didn’t happen this
season. The Toppers earned a
double-bye in the tournament
and an automatic place in the
semifinals where they lost to
Louisiana-Lafayette – which
ended up in The Dance as the
lone Sun Belt representative.
“George and T.J. and Kevin
have been here a long time. I
was talking to George about
this (Monday), it goes by

quick,” Harper said. “This
season was probably a real
wake-up call for them the way
it ended. I really feel like they
felt we were going to win another conference tournament
championship, and that’s great
– that’s how you should feel.
“But we’ve got to approach
every game like it’s a conference championship. Fortunately the last two years we
were able to go to the conference tournament and win four
games.
“I’m glad I’ve got those three
seniors right there to kind of
help lead us.”
Just because WKU didn’t
make the NCAA Tournament
doesn’t mean that the season
wasn’t a success, according to

Harper.
The team finished the season 20-12 overall, 12-6 in the
Sun Belt, good for second
place in the final regular season standings. The year before,
the Toppers went 20-16 and
lost by seven points to Kansas in the second round of the
NCAA Tournament.
Harper believes the program is headed in the right
direction, even with an earlier exit to the season than the
team is used to.
“I thought we competed
and I thought there was one
game where we laid an egg
and I thought we responded
from that point forward,”
Harper said. “Probably most
disappointed on how we shot
free throws. I felt like if we
made free throws, we probably
win five more games. Unfortunately we didn’t as a team.
Hopefully we’ll be a much better free throw shooting team
next season.”
The Toppers lost five games
by 10 points or less and shot 65
percent on free throws on the
year.
The team returns its best
free-throw shooter with Chris
Harrison-Docks, who shot 86
percent last season as a redshirt freshman.
Harper is most excited
about the development of
SEE BASKETBALL PAGE B4

